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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims of the present application as set forth below. In 
accordance with the PTO's revised amendment format, a detailed listing of all 
claims has been provided. A status identifier is provided for each claim in 
parentheses following each claim number. Changes to the claims are shown by 
strikethrough (for deleted text) or underlining (for added text). 

In the Claimis: 

Claims 1-33 were previously pending. 
Claims 1-3, 13, and 29 are amended. 
New claims 34-38 are added. 
Claims 1-38 are pending. 




1. (Currently Achended) A method of synchronizing objects 
b e tw ee n in a first device land a second device having a pluraHty of storage 
volumes , wherein the fk^ second device occasionally deletes objects stored in 
one or more of the pluralitv of storage volumes during synchronization when 
the first device cannot access the one or more storage volumes is capabl e of 
communicating with a storag e volum e that can b e come inaccessible to th e first 
d e vic e, the method comprising: 

identifying one or more storage volumes of the pluralitv of storage 
volumes as currently accessible to the first device; and 

synchronizing only objects contained in the one or more identified 
storage volumes that or e curr e ntly acc e ssibl e to th e first devic e. 
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2. (Currently Kmended) A method as recited in claim 1, 
further including: / 

identifying one or more of the plurality of storage volumes as 
previously accessible tfo the first device but not currently accessible to the first 
device , wherein the ifdentifVing further comprises identifying one or more of 
the pluralitv of storage volumes as previously accessible to the first device but 
not currently accessible to the first device and while synchronizing, ignoring 
objects stored on the one or more of the plurality of storage volumes identified 
as previously accessible to the first device but not currently accessible to the 
first device . / 

3. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 1, 
further including: 

identifying one or more of the plurality of storage volumes previously 
accessible to tne first device but not currently accessible to the first device; and 

while isynchronizing, ignoring objects stored on the one or more 
identified storage volumes that are not currently accessible to the first device. 



4. / (Original)/ A method as recited in claim 1, wherein each object 
comprises/a plurality of data items, and wherein the synchronizing step further 
comprises synchro mzing data items in one object with corresponding data 
items iiy another object. 

/ 5. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the objects 
are databases. / 
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6. (Original) K method as recited in claim 1, wherein the first 
device identifies storage volumes currently accessible to the first device. 



7. (Original) iA method as recited in claim 1, wherein the storage 
volume that can become inaccessible to the first device is a removable memory 
card configured to be inserted into the first device. 



8. (Original) 



A method as recited in claim 1, wherein the first 



device is a portable computing device 



(Original) 



A method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the second 



device is a desktop computer. 



10. (Original) A method as recited in claim 1, fiirther comprising: 
the second device continuing to monitor and record changes to objects 
stored on storage volumes that are inaccessible to the first device. 



1 1 . (Origjial) A method as recited in claim 1 fiarther comprising: 
when a storage volume that was previously inaccessible becomes 

accessible, synchronizing objects stored on the previously inaccessible storage 

volume. 



12. (Original) One or more computer-readable memories 
containing a cimputer program that is executable by a processor to perform the 



method recited in claim 1 

/ 



5 



Application No. 09/326,163 



S/N 09/326,163 



Response to Offic^Wtion Dated 1 1/7/2002 



13. (Currently Amended) A method of synchronizing objects 
between a portable computer and a base computer, the method comprising: 

storing an object oiy a removable storage device, wherein the removable 
storage device is configured to be inserted into and removed from the portable 
computer; / 

creating an association between the object and a corresponding object on 
the base computer; and I 

synchronizing tme object stored on the removable storage device with 
the corresponding object on the base computer if the removable storage device 
is inserted into the portable computer ; and 

preventing the corresponding object on the base computer from being 
deleted if the removable storage device is not inserted into the portable 
computer . / 

14. (Original) A method as recited in claim 13, wherein the object 
comprises a plutal/ty of data items and the corresponding object on the base 
computer comprises a plurality of corresponding data items. 

15. / (Original) A method as recited in claim 13, wherein the object 
comprises ai murality of data items and the corresponding object on the base 
computer comprises a plurality of corresponding data items, and wherein 
synchronimig the object further comprises synchronizing data items in the 
object wmi the corresponding data items in the corresponding object on the 
base computer. 
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16. (Original) A 
portable cornputer determines 
into the portable computer. 
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method as recited in claim 13, wherein the 
whether the removable storage device is inserted 



method as recited in claim 13, further 



17. (Original) A 
comprising: 

the base computer cofntinuing to monitor and record changes to the 
object when the removable/ storage device is not inserted into the portable 
computer. 



18. (Original) / One or more computer-readable memories 
containing a computer program that is executable by a processor to perform the 
method recited in claim 13. 

19. (Original A method of synchronizing objects between a 
portable computer and/a base computer, the method comprising: 

identifying storage volumes currently accessible to the portable 
computer, wherein /each storage volume contains at least one object and 
wherein each objedt contains a plurality of data items; and 

synchronizing only objects contained in storage volumes that are 
currently accessple to the portable computer. 

20. ^Original) A method as recited in claim 19, further 
comprising: 

identifying storage volumes previously accessible to the portable 
computer but not currently accessible to the portable computer. 
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21. (Original) A jnethod as recited in claim 19, further 
comprising: 

identifying storage volumes previously accessible to the portable 
computer but not currently accessible to the portable computer; and 

while synchronizing, imoring objects stored on storage volumes that are 
not currently accessible to thef portable computer. 



22. (Original) j\ method as recited in claim 19, wherein the 
portable computer is capable of communicating with a removable memory card 
configured to be inserted into the portable computer. 

23. (Original)/ A method as recited in claim 19, further 
comprising: 

the base comptiter continuing to monitor and record changes to objects 
stored on storage volumes that are inaccessible to the portable computer. 



24. (Original) One or more computer-readable memories 
containing a computer program that is executable by a processor to perform the 
method recited in claim 19. 



25. (Original) One or more computer-readable media having 
stored thereon^ computer program comprising the following steps: 

identifying storage volumes currently accessible to a first device; 

identifying removable storage volumes previously accessible to the first 
device but not currently accessible to the first device; and 
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synchronizing only /objects contained in storage volumes that are 
currently accessible to the ^rst device. 

26. (Original) /One or more computer-readable media as recited in 
claim 25 further comprising: 

during a synchronization process, ignoring objects stored on removable 
storage volumes that were previously accessible to the first device but are not 
currently accessible to the first device. 



27. (Original!) One or more computer-readable media as recited in 
claim 25, wherein the removable storage volumes that are not currently 
accessible to the firs/t device are removable memory cards configured to be 
inserted into the firstf device. 

28. (Original) One or more computer-readable media as recited in 
claim 25 further comprising: 

continuing to monitor and record changes to objects stored on 
removable storage volumes that were previously accessible to the first device 
but are not currently accessible to the first device. 



29. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 
a communications module; 

a data store that contains a list of accessible storage volumes and 
inaccessible storage volumes of a peripheral computer; and 

a desktop synchronization manager coupled to the communications 
module and me data store, wherein the desktop synchronization manager is 
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configured to synchronize only objects stored on accessible storage volumes of 
the peripheral computer. 



30. (Original) An apparatus as recited in claim 29 wherein the 
inaccessible storage voluhies are removable memory cards configured to be 
inserted into the apparatus 



31. (Original) 
apparatus is desktop combuter, 



32. (Original) 
desktop synchronization 
recording changes to obj 



33. (Original) 
desktop synchronization 



An apparatus as recited in claim 29 wherein the 



An apparatus as recited in claim 29 wherein the 
manager is configured to continue monitoring and 
stored on inaccessible storage volumes. 



<;cts 



An apparatus as recited in claim 29 wherein the 
manager is configured to continue monitoring and 
recording changes to ofbjects stored on inaccessible storage volumes, and 
wherein the desktop synchronization manager is further configured to 
synchronize objects stored on inaccessible storage volumes after an 
inaccessible storage voljume becomes accessible. 



^4 



34. (New) / A rnethod, comprising: 

creating a list jpf objects to update on a first computing device and a 
second computing device, wherein the objects on the second computing device 
are updated using corresponding objects on the first computing device and 
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wherein the second coniputing device deletes an object when the first device 
cannot access the corresponding object; and 

if an object is on the Hst, then instructing the second computing device 
to refrain from updating the object when the first computing device cannot 
access the correspondir g object. 



35. (New) 
comprising removing 
permanently removed 

36. (New) 
items in correspondir 
comprising: 

listing pairs of 
member of each pair 
of each pair resides 



The method as recited in claim 34, further 
Ihe object from the Ust when the corresponding object is 
rom the first device. 



A method of maintaining contemporaneous data 
g objects having new data items and old data items, 



orresponding objects for synchronization, wherein a first 
esides on a first computing device and a second member 
a second computing device; 
synchronizing a pair of objects with new data items from either object in 
the pair; and 

protecting ah object from synchronization if a corresponding object in a 
listed pair is missing. 



37. (Njbw) A method of allowing for a contemporaneous 

object on a first /and a second device, comprising: 

determining if an object exists in the first device; 

if the opject does not exist in the first device then determining if the 
object exists in the second device; and 
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if the object exists inAhe second device then protecting the object from 
deletion and allowing the ^irst device to access the object or providing the 
object to the first device. 



38. (New) / A synchronization method for computing devices, 
comprising: 

creating a ]ist of corresponding objects stored on two computing 
devices; 

communicatively coupling the two computing devices for 
synchronizatio/n; 

if onp of the computing devices deletes an object to be synchronized 
when the /corresponding object is missing on the other computing device then 
preventmg deletion of the object to be synchronized if the missing object is on 
the list. 
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